Northwest River Forecast Center

Amy Burke, Senior Hydrologist
NWRFC.watersupply@noaa.gov

March 6, 2025



mailto:NWRFC.watersupply@noaa.gov

Key Takeaways

o February was overall colder and wetter than normal but still saw snowmelt in
portions of the domain.

o Snowpack has decreased in percent of average since last month, despite
widespread low elevation snow mid month.

e Observed runoff remains a mix of above and below normal conditions.

o Water supply forecasts also shows a mix of conditions with higher percent
normal in the southern portion of the domain and lower in the north.
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Quantitative Precipitation Forecast (QPF) Sources:

Days 1 - 2 NWS Weather Forecast Offices (WFO) in the US, WPC in BC.

Days 3 - 7 NWS Weather Prediction Center (WPC).
Days 8 - 10 NWS National Blend of Models (NBM).
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COLUMBIA - GRAND COULEE DAM (GCDW1)

Forecasts for Water Year 2025
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Key Takeaways

o February was overall colder and wetter than normal but still saw snowmelt in
portions of the domain.

o Snowpack has decreased in percent of average since last month, despite
widespread low elevation snow mid month.

e Observed runoff remains a mix of above and below normal conditions.

o Water supply forecasts also shows a mix of conditions with higher percent
normal in the southern portion of the domain and lower in the north.
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook @
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Model Predictions of ENSO from Feb 2025
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Figure provided by the International Research

Institute (IRI) for Climate and Society
(updated 19 February 2025).

Models predict equal chances of
ENSO-neutral or La Nifia in
February-April 2025 and then
favor ENSO-neutral in March-May
2025.

During Northern Hemisphere
spring and summer, ENSO-neutral
is favored by the dynamical model
average and La Nina is favored to
persist by the statistical model
average.
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Historical Runoff (KAF)
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